THE  GULF  OF  PEARLS

attract the attention of his friends upon the opposing side
by waving his black cap on a stick, according to an eye-
witness, but " was, very properly, knocked off his horse,
and forced to remain on his knees."

General Stalker committed suicide. A week later the
Naval Commander-in-Chief shot himself, no one knew why.
Perhaps over-anxiety. Outram assumed command. A
naval engagement took place, after which British redcoats
landed near Mohammerah, only to find the entire Persian
army had fled, having abandoned tents and equipment.
Outram decided to pursue them by river as far as Ahwaz.
When he got there, nine or ten thousand Persians mistook
the small British force of three hundred men for an advanced
guard, and withdrew after a slight brush, abandoning their
supplies. The British loaded the boats with grain and sheep,
and gave what they could not carry to the starved inhabi-
tants, returning to Mohammerah to find that peace had
been signed in Paris exactly a month before. Thus was
British prestige clearly established.

In those times lions roamed the shores of the Gulf.
Whales abounded, the bones being used in the coastal
villages to revet houses, for timber was both scarce and
expensive. Whales gave place to sharks and yellow water
snakes which basked on the sunny surface.

So much Rumi told us, and more. The rain persisted.
A fine old tom-cat sought our sympathy, purring across
the parquet floor. Rumi picked him up.

"Cats," said he, stroking it gently, until we thought it
would burst with purring, "cats indulge themselves in
the highest qualities."

"And in the lowest," we ventured.

"In the sublime dignity of resolution," he went on,
"they combine courageous independence with insulated
happiness."

The gurgle of his nargileh alternated with his voice
when he ceased talking to take a pull.
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